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COURSE: BASIC RELIGIOUS TRUTHS

 
SUBJECT: GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION

 
LECTURE NUMBER ONE: SECTION C

 
 

GOD’S PLAN WITH SIN
 

 
We have seen in the previous lesson how ghastly the consequences of sin is. Now the big question 
is: HOW CAN I BE SAVED FROM MY SINS?
 
1.  Can a person save himself?
 
No – No matter how hard you try, you will never be able to save yourself.
 
“For by grace you are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast.” (Eph. 2:8,9).
 
2.  Can one earn your salvation?
 
No! – it is a Free Gift! A gift from God or, as recorded in Scripture: “being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24)
 
3.  Can one person save another?
 
No – whatever you do, it would always be inadequate to save someone else. “A man cannot at all 
redeem a brother, nor give to God a ransom for him, for the redemption (salvation) of their soul is 
precious, and it ceases forever” (Ps. 49:7,8).
 
4.  Can the Church save you?
 
No – the Church is merely instrumental in showing me the way to God and to teach me more about 
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God and His Word. No church or church leader can forgive sins and set people free – only God can!
 
We therefore see that it is completely impossible for a person to save himself, but – GOD CAN 
AND WANTS TO SAVE MANKIND!! Out of love God has devised a plan to deliver mankind 
from sin, but this plan is so huge and all-embracing, that all three the Persons of the Divine Holy 
Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are involved therein.
 
GOD THE FATHER’S INVOLVEMENT IN OUR SALVATION
 
In spite of everything God still loves the sinner, but He hates sin and simply cannot leave it 
unpunished, because it destroys and defiles everything that He has made so beautiful. Sin must be 
punished, and “…the wages (punishment) of sin is death…” (Rom. 6:23). Every person should 
therefore die for his own sins.
 
However, God has no delight in the death of the wicked and him being lost (Eze. 33:11). 2 Pet. 3:9 
tells us: “The Lord is not slow concerning His promise, as some count slowness, but is long-
suffering toward us, not purposing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
1Tim. 2:4 confirms it: “God our Saviour,  who will have all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”
 
To prevent mankind from dying in their sins, God provided someone to die in their stead and for 
their sins. But bear in mind – not just anybody was good enough for that purpose. Only someone 
who was without sin was able to come up to God’s standards; and the only One Who was good 
enough, was Jesus Christ. He was “…holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26).
 
It was however not easy for God to give His Son, Jesus, to die in our stead, as much as it would be 
altogether out of the question for us to give one of our children to die for others – especially not if 
in addition they are hostile towards us! However, in this Enormous Gift of God to a world on the 
road to perdition, we see the great and unsurpassed Fatherly love in action.
 
WHAT DID GOD DO TO MAKE OUR SALVATION POSSIBLE?
 
The Father gave His best, His dearly beloved Son so that we do not need to perish – “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” (Joh. 3:16).
 
The Father sent His Only Son into the world – “In this the love of God was revealed in us, because 
God sent His only begotten Son into the world that we might live through Him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation concerning our 
sins.” 
(1Joh. 4:9, 10).
 
The Father provided the Lamb that had to be sacrificed in our stead. We read in Gen. 22 the 
gripping account of how God instructed Abraham to go and offer his beloved only son Isaac. 
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Abraham loved God so much that he was willing to obey Him, even though it would break his 
heart. During their journey to the place of sacrifice Isaac asked his father: “Behold the fire and the 
wood. But where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham replied: “My son, God will provide 
Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.”  (Gen. 22:7,8).
 
God the Father did not however spare His own Son. Because of His great love He provided the 
Lamb Who died on the cross for our sins in our stead on Golgotha. Therefore John the Baptist said 
regarding Jesus: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Joh. 1:29).
 
JESUS CHRIST’S INVOLVEMENT IN OUR SALVATION
 
Jesus was the Lamb provided by the Father to take away our sins. However, it was not necessary for 
the Father to compel Him to die on the Cross. No, out of love He laid down His life willingly [1Joh. 
3:16]. We read over and over again in the Bible of everything that Jesus did in order that we may be 
delivered from our sin.
 
1.  He gave Himself for our sins.
 
“Jesus Christ,  who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us…” (Gal. 1:4. See also Tit. 
2:14).
 
2.  He was dealt with as though He was a sinner.
 
“For He has made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.” (2Cor. 5:21).
 
3.  He bore our sins.
 
“He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree…” (1 Pet. 2:25. Also read Isa. 53:1-12).
 
4.  He suffered for our sins.
 
“For Christ also once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God…” (1Pet. 3:18).
 
5.  He was pierced for our sins.
 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities…” (Isa. 53:5 Heb. 
Names Version).
 
6.  He was sacrificed for our sins.
 
“so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many…” (Heb. 9:28). “…You were slain and have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood…” (Rev. 5:9).
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7.  He died for our sins.
 
“…Christ died for our sins…” (1Cor. 15:3). “…while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us.” (Rom. 5:8).
 
8.  He paid for all of our sins, our sorrows and ailments.
 
“Who has believed our report? And to whom is the arm of Jehovah revealed? For He comes up 
before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground; He has no form nor majesty that 
we should see Him, nor an appearance that we should desire Him.  He is despised and rejected of 
men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as it were a hiding of faces from Him, He 
being despised, and we esteemed Him not.  Surely He has borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was on Him; and 
with His stripes we ourselves are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, each 
one to his own way; and Jehovah has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa. 53:1-6).
 
The Lord Jesus warned us in Joh. 10:10 – “The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy. I came 
that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.”  Therefore we must also guard against being 
robbed of that which He has so dearly paid for.
 
Because people are unfamiliar with the Word and the true Gospel Message, they do not know what 
they are “entitled” to in the Lord Jesus, and they are robbed from all quarters – even by some 
ministers and churches who do not preach “…the pure milk of the Word…” (1 Pet. 2:2). It really is 
not for nothing that the Lord Jesus warned: “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” (Mat. 7:15). And Hosea complains: “My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge…” (Hos. 4:6).
 
All this provide us with the wonderful assurance: “For God is one, and there is one Mediator of 
God and of men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all…” (1Tim. 2:5,6). 
Because of what He has done for us, we can now be set free of our sins and we no longer need to 
bear the punishment for it.
 
The price paid by Him was for a lot more than just our sins. The price includes every facet of our 
being human, to restore us to that which God created in the beginning, when He created mankind  in 
His image and after His likeness (see Gen. 1:26-31).
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S INVOLVEMENT IN OUR SALVATION
 
The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit always work together and in unity. Thus the Holy 
Spirit is also involved in our salvation. Without the workings of the Spirit in our hearts, we will 
have no desire at all to come to God. What then is the involvement of the Holy Spirit in our 
Salvation?
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1.  The Holy Spirit convinces us concerning sin.
 
We read in Joh. 16:8,9 – “And when that One (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the world 
concerning sin…because they do not believe on Me.” The Holy Spirit makes us aware of how big 
our sin is, and how much we hurt God’s heart by not receiving His Son.
 
2.  The Holy Spirit also convinces us concerning judgment and punishment.
 
Joh. 16:8  “He will convict the world concerning sin, and … judgment.” It is the Holy Spirit who 
creates an awareness in us of how big the penalty is that awaits us if we do not repent and turn to 
God. He causes us to be uneasy and to search.
 
3.  The Holy Spirit also convinces us concerning righteousness.
 
“And when that One (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the world concerning … 
righteousness…” (Joh. 16:8) – in other words, He convinces us that it is only Jesus Who can once 
again restore us to the right relationship with God. The Holy Spirit always sheds the light on Jesus 
and he places the love for Jesus and the desire to know Him in our hearts.
 
4.  The Holy Spirit also bears witness of our salvation.
 
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” (Rom. 8:16). In 
conclusion we can therefore say that our salvation from sin and our restoration to the original 
purpose for which God created us, namely to be in a relationship with Him, was of such importance 
to God, that He did everything from His side that was necessary for our salvation, and that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit were involved in that precious plan of salvation.
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Test Yourself
Lecture Number 1C
 
A.  Which Bible verses have you memorised this week?
    
        ..................................................................…………………………………………………..
 
        ..........................................................………………………………………………………
 
B.  Which chapters have you read from the Bible? 
 
        ...............................................................………………………………………………….
 
        ...................................................…………………………………………………………..
 
Reply to the following questions in your own words after you have worked through the lecture 
carefully and thoroughly and you looked up the relative Scripture references in your Bible and read 
them prayerfully.
 
1.   What do we read in Eph. 2:8, 9 regarding our salvation? 
 
        ......................................................…………………………………………………………
 
        ......................................................…………………………………………………………
 
2.  Should one attempt to deserve one’s salvation? (Rom. 3:24)
 
        ..........................................................…………………………………………………………
 
        ............................................................…………………………………………………………



 
3.  Why is it not possible for one person to redeem another? (see Ps. 49:7,8)
 
        ........................................................…………………..…………………………………
 
        ............................................................……………..……………………………………
 
4.  Is it God’s wish for anyone to perish? Quote a text to prove it. 
 
        ......................................................………………………………………………………
 
        .............................................................…………………………………………………
 
5.  Who did God the Father give to us so that we should have eternal life? (Joh. 3:16)
 
        .......................................................………………………………………………………
 
6.  What do we read in Joh. 4:9, 10 regarding God’s love? 
 
        .....................................................………………………………………………………
 
        .........................................................……………………………………………………
 
7.  Who is the Lamb of God Who takes away our sin? (see Joh. 1:29)
 
        .....................................................………………………………………………………
 
8.  What did Jesus give to save us? (Tit. 2:14) 
 
        .......................................................…………………………………………………….
 
9.  What did Jesus bear on the tree? (1Pet. 2:24)
 
        ................................................…………………………………………………………..



 
10.  For what reason was Jesus pierced (wounded)? (Isa. 53)
 
        .....................................................………………………………………………………..
 
11.  With what did Jesus redeem us? (Rev. 5:9; and 1Pet. 1:18, 19) 
 
        ................................................…………………………………………………………..
 
12.  Concerning what does the Holy Spirit convict mankind? (Joh. 16:8, 9)
 
        ......................................................……………………………………………………..
 
13.  Of what does the Holy Spirit bear witness? (Rom. 8:16)
 
        ..................................................…………………………………………………………
 
        .............................................……………………………………………………………
 
 

 


