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COURSE: GOD‛S PLAN OF SALVATION
 

SUBJECT: GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION
 
 

LECTURE NUMBER ONE: SECTION B
 

 THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
 
 

 
 
Sin always has ghastly and far-reaching consequences.
 
1.  Sin severs the relations between God and mankind.
 
The very moment that Adam and Eve sinned, the beautiful relations of unity and love between God and His creations 
were destroyed. The frankness in their relations with God which they had before was no longer there. Suddenly they were 
filled with a fear for God and they tried to hide from Him.
 
That then is what sin does. It severs my relations with God. Instead of me being in a romantic relationship with Him as 
my Saviour, I become afraid of Him. Nothing can restore that relationship, only Jesus can.
 
2.  Sin causes a remoteness between God and mankind.
 
After the fall of man God expelled Adam and Eve from Paradise – the place of His presence – and He placed an angel 
with a flaming sword at the entrance to prevent mankind from returning (Gen. 3:24).
 
After that mankind could never again enter into the presence of God, no matter how hard he tried by bringing sacrifices.
 
Only once the blood of Jesus Christ  flowed from the Cross on our behalf, did mankind regain access.
 
In the Old Testament the high priest  could only enter the most holy place of the temple once a year and then only with 
the blood which had to serve as a sacrifice for the sins of the people. When Jesus died on the cross of Golgotha the veil 
(curtain)  of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and not by the hand of man, but by God Himself. (Mat. 
27:51). In other words, because of the death of Jesus we now have direct access to God the Father.
 
The Living Bible renders it thus: (Heb. 10:19) “And so, dear brothers, now we may walk right into the very Holy of 
Holies where God is, because of the blood of Jesus.”
 
3.  Sin erects a barrier between God and mankind.
 
Isa. 59:2 says: “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
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that he will not hear.”
 
This barrier of sin cannot be pulled down by us, instead we are constantly in the process of making this barrier wider and 
higher because of the sins we are committing each day. Jesus is the only one Who can tear this barrier down, because He 
came to die for our sins and in that way to reconcile us with God. 
Eph. 2:14 says: “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; .... ”
 
4.  Sin brings about a chasm between God and mankind.
 
In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luk. 16:19-31) we read that when the beggar Lazarus died he was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom. 
 
The rich man also died and ended up in hell. When he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, he saw Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus with him. And he cried out and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus so that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.” (Notice that one drop of water would 
have sufficed to provide refreshment in hell.) However, his request was turned down. “And besides all this,” Abraham 
said, “there is a great chasm fixed between you and us; so that they desiring to pass from here to you cannot, nor can 
they pass over to us from there.” (verse 26).
 
So there is a chasm between the unsaved person and God. None can cross this bridge, no matter how hard we may try. 
God is the only One Who can, and He did it by means of the Cross of Golgotha. The cross has established a pathway to 
the Father.
 
5.  Sin has infected the whole of mankind.
 
The sin of Adam and Eve has gone over to their children, and from there in turn to their children. Thus it was passed on 
from generation to generation so that the entire human race was infected by sin.
 
Rom. 5:12 (Heb. Names Version) renders it this way: “Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one man, and 
death through sin; and so death passed to all men, because all sinned.” And verse 19: “For as through the one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners…”
 
All the descendants of Adam are conceived and born in sin. David writes in Ps. 51:5 – “Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 
The Living Bible renders it thus: “But I was born a sinner, yes, from the moment my mother conceived me.” and Prov. 
20:9 “Who can ever say,“I have cleansed my heart; I am sinless”?
 
As a result of Adam’s sin mankind is born a sinner. By nature he is born with his back turned to God and is busy moving 
further away from God every day. It is therefore necessary that the day will dawn in mankind’s life for him to repent or 
turn around –  no longer to walk away from God, but  back to God. 
 
Therefore we are called upon in the Bible: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;”  Act. 3:19
The Living Bible renders it thus: “Now, change your mind and attitude to God and turn to him so he can cleanse away 
your sins and send you wonderful times of refreshment from the presence of the Lord.”
 
6.  Sin prevents you from inheriting the Kingdom of God.
 
About this the Bible is very clear. “Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor abusers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortionists, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” (1Cor. 6:9,10).
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“For you know this, that no fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous one (who is an idolater), has any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and of God.” (Eph. 5:5 – also see Gal. 5:19-21).
 
There is just one way whereby a person can inherit the Kingdom of God, and that is by being born again.
 
Jesus says in Joh. 3:3 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
 
7.  Sin brings about punishment and the death.
 
God says in His Word that sin must be punished, and God cannot violate His Word.
 
“For the wages of (punishment for) sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).
 
“in flaming fire (God will take) vengeance on those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 
power.” (2Thes. 1:8,9).
 
“Behold, the Lord came with myriads of His saints,  to do judgment against all, and to rebuke all the ungodly of them 
concerning all their ungodly works which they ungodly did, and concerning all the hard things ungodly sinners spoke 
against Him.” (Jud. 14,15)
The Living Bible renders it thus: “See, the Lord is coming with millions of his holy ones. He will bring the people of the 
world before him in judgment, to receive just punishment, and to prove the terrible things they have done in rebellion 
against God, revealing all they have said against him.”
 
“The soul that sins, it shall die…” (Eze. 18:20).
 
We therefore see that each of these texts mention punishment that the sinner will receive should he continue in his 
wicked ways. But it is not necessary that he should be punished – Jesus has already borne the punishment.
 
Isa. 53:5 (The Living Bible) says, “But he was wounded and bruised for our sins. He was chastised that we might have 
peace; he was lashed - and we were healed!”
 
8.  Sin prevents you from entering or inheriting the kingdom of God.
 
The kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God is not limited to the heaven. The kingdom is not so much a ‘place’, but 
rather a ‘sphere of influence’ – there where the Word of God is continuously revered and respected. It is very important 
that everyone should realise these truths and to always bear it in mind.
 
The kingdom of God extends right through the ‘valley of death’ into our present-day life this side of the grave. It is that 
area where God is honoured and served as King and it can even be under one roof where the household serves the Lord 
whole-heartedly although some of them do not.
 
Here we particularly have in mind God-fearing parents who are saved and who serve the Lord, but some of their children 
serve the world and all its allurements, or the other way round. As the Lord Jesus stated it in his Sermon on the Mount: 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Mat.7:21-23).
 
Take special note of the present tense applied by the Lord in Mat. 7:23 – “…you who work iniquity.” The Lord did not 
say, …you who worked iniquity… In other words, He referred to those who are still alive and are still at it working 
iniquity, and not those who, after their demise, are standing at the gate of heaven ‘begging for admission’.
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When the Lord held up as an example the “Lord’s Prayer” and taught us to pray: “…Let your Kingdom come. Let your 
will be done, as in heaven, so on earth...” (Mat. 6:9-13), He did not, as incorrectly interpreted by many, teach us to pray 
that the end of the world is to come so that Christ’s Second Coming can take place. This prayer is intended by the Lord to 
be for our needs here on earth, whilst we are still alive, and not for the hereafter – that is in His hands.
 
Sin therefore makes you unfit to propagate the Gospel and God’s image to a generation on the road to perdition, because 
lost sinners see you for what you are and simply as another one of them – one who has nothing better to offer than that 
which they already have.
 
9.  Sin keeps you out of Heaven.
 
We read a lot about heaven in Rev. 21. We read there that God himself will be with them as their God. And He will wipe 
away from them every tear from their eyes; and death will be no more; neither will there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain, any more. (verses 3 and 4). We also see how wonderful heaven will be, with streets of pure gold and gates made of 
pearl, and it will be full of the glory of God (verses 21-23). But then it is quite plainly stated there that no sinner will be 
able to enter heaven. Verse 27: “There will in no way enter into it anything profane, or one who causes an abomination 
or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.”  
 
This is confirmed in Rev. 22:15 where it is stated: “Outside (i.e., outside of heaven) are the dogs, the sorcerers, the 
sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” 
 
Your sins will therefore keep you out of heaven – but Jesus can, and wants to take you to heaven, for He says: “In my 
Father's house are many homes. If it weren't so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. If I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and will receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be there also.” (Joh. 
14:2, 3).
 
10.  Sin will let you land in hell.
 
Not only will sin cause you not to make it to heaven, but it lets you ultimately land in hell with all of its horrors and pain.
 
“But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 
their part is in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.” (Rev. 21:8).
 
(When the Bible speaks of the ‘second death’, then it is the hell with all of its ghastliness wherein the lost person will end 
up. The first death is the ordinary death which every person has to die.)
 
The hell is not just a story! Not merely a state of unhappiness, but it is a terrible reality. According to the Bible Jesus 
spoke thereof and warned against it: “…to be cast into hell fire where their worm dies not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” (Mark 9:45, 46).
 
But Jesus, and He alone, can save us from the hell! 1Thes. 1:9, 10 tells us that we must turn to God, in order to serve the 
living God and to wait for his Son from Heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath 
to come.  
 
11.  Sin makes everything ugly – brings about pain, disease and grief.
 
In Joh.10:10 Jesus says, “The thief does not come except to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” Together with sin, disease also entered the world. If we 
look around us we see pain and suffering caused by people and sin.
 
Murder – How many people are murdered, stabbed to death with knives while being under the influence of liquor.
 
Drunkenness – This evil is on the increase, and all around us we see the consequences thereof. Children are starving, are 
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cold, because parents squander their income on liquor. They quarrel among themselves and come to blows, etc., when 
under the influence of booze.
 
Unfaithfulness in marriage – Men and women who commit immorality and simply abandon their families and elope 
with another man or woman.
 
Rape – How many young girls are there who are raped by their own father or some other man.
 
Violence – What an enormous spate of violence in our midst are we not experiencing.
 
In this way we can go on pointing out sins, because sin is the reason for mankind acting in this manner, and the Bible 
tells us that man will be punished for these sins, because God cannot leave sin unpunished. 
 
Are you now able to see why God hates sin? Do you now understand why it is so important for you to be delivered from 
sin?
 
Just remember: God can and will deliver a person from sin and the consequences thereof – no one’s sin is so great that 
God will be unable to deliver him from it.
 
“Come now, and let us reason together, says Jehovah; though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.” (Isa. 1:18).
 
God wants to deliver us and set us free, all that is needed is for us to come to Him.
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Test Yourself
Lecture Number 1B 
 
A.  Which Bible verses have you memorised this week?
 
        ………………………………………………………………………………………..
 
        …………………………………………………………………………………………
 
B.  Which chapters have you read from the Bible? 
 
        ………………………………………………………………………………………….
        …………………………………………………………………………………………..
 
Reply to the following questions in your own words after you have worked through the lecture carefully and thoroughly 
and you looked up the relative Scripture references in your Bible and read them prayerfully.
 
1.  What were the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin?
 
      ……………………………………………………………………………………...............................................
 
      .............................................................……………………………………………………………………………
 
2.  What are the consequences of sin? (cf. Isa. 59:3) 
 
      ................................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
      ..............................................................……………………………………………………………………………
 
3.  What is there between God and man, between heaven and hell? (cf. Luk. 16:26)
 
     …………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................
 
4.  Does a baby have sin? What does Ps. 51:5 say? 
 
      .................................................................………………………………………………………………………
 
      ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
    
5.  How can a person’s sins be blotted out? (Acts 3:19)
 
     ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………..
 
      ..............................................................................................................................................................................



 
6.  Can someone who persists in sinning inherit the Kingdom of God? (1Cor. 6:9, 10)
 
      ............................................................……………………………………………………………………………
 
      .................................................................………………………………………………………………………
 
7.  What is the only way one can get to the Kingdom of God? (Joh. 3:3)
 
      .............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
      ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
8.  What is the punishment for sin? (cf. Rom. 6:23 and Eze. 18:20)
 
      .............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
      ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
9.  What will God do to those who do not know Him? (cf. 2Thes. 1:8)
 
        ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
        ............................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
10.  Why is it no longer necessary for the penitent sinner to be punished? (cf. Isa.53:5)
 
        ...........................................................…………………………………………………………………………
 
        ...........................................................…………………………………………………………………………
Read Rev. 21:27 and Rev. 22:15 and reply to the following :-
 
        a.  What or who will not enter into heaven? 
 
         ………………………………………….......................................................
 
        b.  Only who or what will be able to enter? 
 
        …………………………………………........................................................
 
 


